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.an mind WN xttnttlt/: it is experiment alone which s it to simplification by ways which are sometimes f tortuous. Hut to attain that end it is necessary
the mind allow itself to be guided, and that it forget Conceptions and its formulas.    Nature is kindly;   it e who picture her us bristling and sulky! i the domain of spontaneous generations, experiment
been introduced for the first time in 1748 by an Irish tiolic priest, Needham, whose active faith did not *ent him from believing in an actual creation, that of animalcuia* of infusions. In order to prove this, he
employed a mode of investigation destined to play eat rAle in the controversies on the question. He had osed some put reliable substances in well-corked flasks *h he had then heated by plunging them into hot >s. The* heat, he said, must kill all the living germs, ilc* and invisible, which may be introduced into the tn, for none are known winch resist boiling water.                           II
*% as my close* I flasks withdrawn from the ashes be-                           II
e clouded in a few days, and are peopled with microbe organisms, I am assisting at a phenomenon of lion at the expense of dead matter, that is at a it aiiemiB genera t ion.
htw* experiments, accepted for a long time without <tion, met in 17(55 a redoubtable critic in another abb6,
tlluHtrious Spallanssani, who, by repeating the same 'rimentH, with only the precaution of heating the nl            longer than Needharn had done, suppressed
production of Infusoria. Therefore, he concluded, iliiiint did not heat- enough, and an it wan for him to m Inn theory, which, besides, in in disagreement with
ftictH of Heienee, it vanished of its own. accord, the f fact tin which it could rest having been shown to be                          f
:uet,                                                                                                        i
'ot at all,  replied  Needham,  although with much